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Abowe left: A porr of anticice cormiage bamps, g Ard
rdrrar and a consate Lol teke up residenos in e S

Abave: 4 raricty nfwhite portery, gl foxtured arecd m
Jaeeted, meake an elegare vigiieire on fhe eniry toble

WELCCMING FRONT PORACH, A 5ET QF STORYBOOK DOAMERS AND AN OLD-FASHIOMED FITCHED ROGE

These are the things Susie Gilclwist anvishaned for her dreom howse, When she and her husband, John, gat the chanced
build & new hause in the Cowan Heights section of Morth Tustin, Califeenla, bar wish list becams =ality,

*I'ms elrawm b ald fiomes, and | wanted 3 house that was traditional and cottagey” Susie say=*| definstely had 1o have
frant pareh. You don't see a lot af them here, They are sa adorable and remind me of the cauntg”

The Gilcliisis hawe three children, 16-year-old Jack, 19-year-ald Leah and 11-year-old lane; plus Beas, a chocalar
Labrador retrigver, 46 eviin though the idea of @ small cottage was appesling, they necded a big house thar gives thes
T fo GO,

Designing & Dream

To realize thedr Big-small dreams, they turned to architecr Caral Tink-Fax of Orange, Californiabased Stratos Farm, wh
deew upon the past and the prosent fo create a contempemng hame that [ooks like A rambling American farmbouss hi
svpdved through penaraticns of pwners.

16 sortages & bungalews
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Right: The breckfost nook iz where the
Jamily ears most of its meals,

Qpposkta: An 1H-cenfury-atyle dining
rabie and Built=ie bufiet cnd chinalinen
closets are the Righliphts of the dining neam,

To Susie’s delight, the singlo-stary, U-shaped
miain house, sef on three-quartens of an acre, has
two porches—ane in frant and ane in back, Thie
whole it balanced by a two-stery additian that
containg the children’s bedropms and a Tasestary,
AR0-sguare-laal guest house, complate with a
bedropm, laft-like recroation ream and one-ar
garage, that laoks like big barn.

“Wha fiked the way & pwoestary houss ook " Susee
says. “But we didn’t want sur bedream upstais
fecause we didn't want o3 do il that climbing, so
wae put the Bids’ bedioems upstaies instead”

Thee fwa additions Blesd in soowell with the main
house that they are wirually Invisibde and they
seres 10 break Lhe ipace into comfartable, coms:
panlonable parts that e the way foran ouldogr
pavllion and fully eguipped sutdaor kitchen.

*sasin wanied & house that felr small fram 1be
stieet” Tind-Fax s, “The st impression is that its
only ane stary, The sacand stany, which is tudoed
inta the kack, makes the heuss physically big, bt
it laoks small and gives the Teeling of infimate
sgaces And the quest house B detathed from the
main hause and reached by a cowered wallavay.
This helped kbeep the structuns laaking small”

Mataral Foorplans

The house, which is ak the ead af b cul-de-sac
ane pext daor fo Prters Canyen Regienal Park of-
fers Beautiful woadland wiews thay the Gikcheists
wanted 1o showoase. “The challenge was to chopse 2 vista
{or sazh roam,” Tink-Fax says " The views are park-lke, thens
are [ots of rolling hils and one hillside glaws galden in the
late aftérnoan.”

Cine af Susie’s (vesiie pastimes is taking hikes in the hifls,
50 shee wearied 1o feel that they wore tght st hes feat, | lova
nature,” she says, “And | leve the Fact that wee are ina quiet
area that is lled -.:.-i|:h eorets, hinwhes, roadrunness and quail.”

The cattagefarmhouse tpaks cantinue on e interior,
where Tink-Fox sepeated the themes of ample yet cozy
spaces. With the childeen's shree bedrosm suites in the
additian, the main house cantalns the master bedicom,

40 collages & Bengalows

livirng rogemy, dining rocm, kitchen, great reamiffamily raom,
Lamaklast raam, mud roam, study and laundry moom.

e T want a iving raom,” Susie says, “hoowe hawe a
big Family room—it's called the great moem—instead, Bvery-
thing woe da is casual enteraining. The dining mocm s wsed
conly for faernal Rraliday dinners.

in the great roam, tha grealest statement is the Bald
trusses that wepe sdded ta the ceifing ta humble its 15-faot
height, which was needed o accomemadate the deamaers
that are o dear to SusHs hearl

Movarlety of biilt-ins thraughaut the house o5 well a5 an
eclactic mix of traditional fumishings Impart an old-hame






The house's biggest statements are conveyed through

the littlest details, just as they would have been if the home
really were a small cottage.

42 cetlages & bungalows
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5‘:_'i:5-'risarly"my' dream house. Everyone who co mes says itlooks ¢
warm and cozy, and that's the biggest compliment I could get.

o




Smart'space
ambience, Susins heirloom cookbooks, fos
instarics, ame artfully-arranged in oream-color
paakshelves by the refrigerator. And in the
dining raom, whara an 13th-cantunestyle din-
Fine) Lakba iy the faeal proing, flaor-to-ceiling cab-
inetry displays Susie's Royal Copenhagen china
ane steees Bnans as well as the sibver flabware
fes mothey gawe hes,

| waribed b big wirsdony Bervween (he cabinggs”
shie s Dwantied 3 bisffet counter undar in
fust like the cne in oy maths-ine-law's hedse 13
taoks so pretty with my silves Lap service an iy
shat [ anty rarely @ it 1o serve fgods

The Kitchen, which has the home's only eom-
puter, and the great raom anre prime gathering
spaats far the fendhe, Alchough they are separage
rowms, they open inba each ather, encouraging
Imteraction, and are linked by o peninsdlas bar
comphobe with sfeolks [hat beg oo e 5atin,

A6 coltages & bonpalows

Right: The awtadoar kitchen iz owtfireed with o gl sink ona a

Qppasite: Frick defines the firsi-floor powdor roen, o railRg
a eattage ke frarwre that links e moain ouse o the efvil-

i

Abowva: The outdoor pavilion, wluch iz open 5 ree Slaes, Le-

clades o .I'|'|'.e-l_|:||'|'g¢_'u wrreh i l-sererin T

ARG DO1EFLE G

e s Dog oo wistg

*The kitchen was designed with the idea thag
the kids could <ome in a graba sandwichor a
soda Tink-Fos 2ays, Wand giher quesis cowld be
there while Susie cooks sa she s@l would fenl
she's part of evarything st golmg an®

The: kitehen may be the mest popelar ream
in the house, but the laundry room is where
Lusie really lises to be.

“It's my cown space,” she sxgs, “Pmthere 21l ghe
time. | have a table for folding laundry an:d
doing art prajects, wrapping gifts and making
my phato albums”

anather spot that draws ber is the window
seat in the stair landing in the bedroom addi-
pon W wanted the stalrs in the back because
ir's mora casual’ she says, “It's the cutest thing
in the warld, And it's a pretry private space. My
daughter likes to play with her dolls there,
sametimes | cusl up and read a cookbook. And

| can stog and apen the windaw and Sholt alt
tox thie s while Ehey are playicg in the vand”

The house's biggest statements are carveyed
thraugh the litzlest details, st bE Ly wodwld
have boen if the home redlly wore & small £at-
tage. Off the front porch; for enatande, there's s
bricked-in space that haues o pascder rosm
thiat Susle declares ©s simiply charming.

Susie declares that the house, She [t e
costiple has built fram the graund ug, is the per-
fect place to ralse a famihy.

This eeally Bs my dream house® she says.
“Evaryons whio comes says 1T Ieoks warm and
cozy, and that's The higgest compiiment | cowhd
61, Evesy time | drive by, | look at the porch
and think lonk hew cute (i It abways gives me
a hoppy fecking,”
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